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Thank you for taking the time to look over our submission for 
the CotY awards.  Our project was an incredible collaboration 
between homeowners and our company.  The homeowners

were such a pleasure to partner with to make this 1883 
landmarked house into their new home while keeping up with 
the design of the period.  Along with their vision to keep with 

the historical style and colors, we worked together to also 
give it a more open and modern feel. 

MEMBER
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SCOPE OF WORK

▪ Gut renovation of basement, first floor and half of second

▪ Floor reframe as needed to bring back the structural 
integrity as well as design changes 

▪ All new electrical with a 22kw whole-house generator 

▪ All new plumbing 

▪ HVAC; 7 zones of ductless splits  

▪ New Anderson 400 & Eagle windows to match existing

▪ New insulation 

▪ New wall board 

▪ New kitchen  

▪ Two new full bathrooms 

▪ Gas fireplace and gas firepit 

▪ New millwork on all floors including paneling, ceilings, 
wine rack under stairs, built-ins and closet units. 

▪ New Boral siding and Azek on three sides of the house 

▪ Paint inside and out 

▪ Patios, driveway and walkways

Before photo
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

After photo

STARTING FROM THE BASEMENT UP
BASEMENT:  The previous owners had the basement as an apartment. The homeowners wanted to turn this space into a living area.  As the 
homeowners stated, “A place that when my grandkids come over, they can use for their own to play, watch movies or do whatever they want.” They also 
wanted space for a cedar closet, area for tools and storage for wine. We first dealt with some foundation issues that were allowing water into the space. 
After the space was gutted, we were able to fix those problems. We then had to do some structural framing to get the first floor back to “as level as 
possible.” The basement had all new Anderson 400 series SDL windows installed.  Although this was a basement, the house was built on a steep incline. 
One side and the back of the basement was below grade, but the other two sides were a walk-out. We installed the largest windows we could in the main 
living area of the basement.  This brought in a lot of natural light as well as giving it water view.  After the walls were framed and all new power was run, 
we installed our vapor barriers, insulated it and installed moisture resistant sheetrock. The basement was installed with radiant heat with tile over mud. 
We felt that this would not only make it more comfortable but be a better flooring material in the event there was ever a water issue in the future.
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The first floor is where we were able to make a few 
great design decisions.  The first floor had a back 
room that was the previous owner’s office, one full 
bathroom, back staircase to the second floor, galley 
kitchen with a space just outside for a table.  From the 
kitchen you walked into the main living space that 
had the original triangle topped windows with total 
water view.  This was the “money room.”  The reason 
why anyone would want to live in this house.  This 
room also had a staircase to the second floor.  The 
homeowners moved from a much larger house in the 
heart of the town this project was in. One of the 
things that their grandkids loved most about their old 
house was the double staircase.  The double staircase 
and the water view, along with homeowner’s vision of 
what this house could be is the reason why they 
decided to buy it, renovate it and move. 

One of biggest design improvements was opening the 
wall in between the galley kitchen and the living 
room, giving you water views from every place on the 
first floor except the back room.  Although the kitchen 
was small and we would lose the much-needed upper 
cabinets on this wall, it was something our 
homeowners knew would be spectacular when 
completed.  They decided to take the water view over 
the cabinet storage space.  The look and feel from 
working in the kitchen were to be timeless and feel 
like we brought the outside in.  The natural light is 
incredible.  It is a space that no matter how bad your 
day was, you would put on a smile just being in it. 

FIRST AND SECOND FLOOR PLAN 



H I S T O R I C A L  R E N O V A T I O N 5

KITCHEN REDESIGN

Wall in between kitchen and living room 

Kitchen after Photo of Kitchen with shaker style cabinets and original floors
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FIRST FLOOR REDESIGN

Photo of Anderson Eagle windows custom made for the project

Photo of new newel post railings and original floors from 1883

There were a few requests for the first floor. First, was that we retain the 
original hard pine flooring. Second, was that we returned the newel post 
and stair railings to their original style. Third, that we install all new 
window to match the original triangle topped design. For the windows, 
we designed custom Anderson Eagle windows to replicate the originals. 
This was no easy task.   

Photo of original single pain windows with the original leaded glass
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FIRST FLOOR REDESIGN

By removing the wall to the kitchen, this made for a new issue.  That was the only wall in the living room without windows that could accommodate the flat 
screen television.  Keeping the windows was a must for the exterior, by both the architectural review board as well as the historical society.  We overcame 
this issue by framing over two of the new windows.  This allowed for windows on the exterior but a wall we could now install the flat screen TV on the inside.   

The first-floor full bathroom was replaced in kind, although all the plumbing had to be replaced due to the age, the layout stayed the same.  Just outside the 
bathroom was the kitchen table and the back staircase to the second floor.  This staircase went up to a landing that made the table area below its ceiling 
much lower.  In order to open this space up, we got creative and were able to gain about 20” of head room in what is a walkway between the kitchen table 
and the bathroom.  This walkway leads to the back staircase as well as the back room.  Although it was a lot of work, this change created separation of a small 
area and made it look larger. 

Photo of flat screen mounted on a wall that was built in front of two Anderson Eagle windows 
to allow for wall space but maintain the exterior architecture of the property 

Photo of railing and newel post that we believe to 
have been changed out sometime in the 1930’s
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FIRST FLOOR REDESIGN

Photo of kitchen table

Photo of wine 
rack using the 
space under 

back staircase: Photo of kitchen entry looking at hallway into back room

Photo above shows the low ceiling over the kitchen table due to the 
landing above, as you can see, we added lighting along the beams to 
make the area appear larger. To the right of the table is the walkway to 
the back room and behind the door to the first-floor bathroom. With this 
walkway, we were able to raise the ceiling height about twenty inches. 
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THE BACK ROOM:  This room stayed in the same footprint, but the space was 
redesigned to feature double French Anderson 400 series doors to the back patio, 
a big closet with barn doors on one side and desk/sitting area on the other side.  
The room received radiant heat with tile over mud. 

FIRST FLOOR REDESIGN

Photo of back room

Photo of back room doors to new patio and gas firepit
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Photo of finished 
four-piece master on suite
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SECOND FLOOR REDESIGN

The second floor originally had four small bedrooms and two full baths.  
With universal design in mind, we removed the hallway bathroom to 
enlarge the master ensuite. This allowed us to put the laundry room 
here. Along with enlarging the master bathroom, we took one of the 
small bedrooms and opened it up into the master bedroom.  This now 
gave the master bedroom the water view.  We used this additional area 
as a closet/dressing area all with custom cabinetry. The design turned 
out flawless. It was modern and stylish, yet clean and organized.  We 
added a linear gas fireplace with a television over it.   When it came to 
the master bathroom and thinking about universal design, we decided 
to install a shower and a tub. The space was tight, but this gave them 
options and style at the same time. 

Photo of master ensuite
before it was opened

into hall bathroom

Photo of wall being
opened up between master 
ensuite and hallway bath
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Photo of master bedroom from entry doorway. The floors were patched to the right of the photo. 
With some creative work they looked like they have been there since 1883. 

Photo of front bedroom that was opened up to become the 
master bedroom’s closet and now give it water view
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SECOND FLOOR REDESIGN
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SECOND FLOOR REDESIGN

Photo of master bedroom from the closet looking into the 
master ensuite on right and hallway on left: 

Photo as if you were laying in bed on a cold winter’s day 
with a fireplace to keep you warm. 

Photo of the master bedroom looking forward into the closet and windows with full water view.  
Behind the fireplace is a closet with a door of the overflow of clothing: 
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SECOND FLOOR REDESIGN

The hallway now had the laundry room behind double doors.  Above, was a loft with a window at the peak of the house along with three other hallway 
windows.  This space had a lot of natural light.  The bedroom that we took the space from for the master, had a door in this area of the hallway. This was 
just outside the master bedroom entry door and the staircase.  We built a beautiful cabinet with glass shelves and lighting. As with all our design work, we 
wanted it to look like it was part of the original house from 1883. 

Photo of second floor hallway:  Built-in is where the entry door 
was to the front room that is now the master closet:

Photo of second floor hallway looking toward the back of the house.  
The double doors on the right have the laundry room behind them.  

Above is a loft with triangular windows:
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SECOND FLOOR REDESIGN

Photo of back bedroom two

The back two bedrooms were updated by removing all the walls, 
insulating, wiring, sheetrock, changing doors and trim all while retaining 
the original floors. 

(Above and Right) 
Photos of both back 
bedrooms that we 

believe to be an 
extension over a 

porch dating back 
to the 1950’s. 
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The architectural review board and historical society wanted the exterior style and charm to be retained.  They allowed for the roof over the new doors 
because it was at the back of the house.  The house received all new Anderson windows and three sides of Boral lap siding.  All the trim work was matched 
in Azek.  We installed all new lattice panels, back patio with gas fire pit, new masonry walks and cut in a new parking space in the front.  The deck railing 
was matched and extended. The house was painted, and new gutters and leaders were installed. 

Photo of the back of the house looking north                                                                                 Photo above is of the front of the house facing south

EXTERIOR



THANK YOU

As a company that works in the community where we live, we take pride in 
every project we do. This project was very special.  It is an incredible feeling 

when you can work on something that is 135 years old and walk away feeling 
confident it will continue to live on for another 135 years.  

Thank you for the opportunity to share this project with you 
and to help us continue our education in our industry. 

Warm Regards,


